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FASHION EXHIBITIONS — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.03 am]: Tomorrow evening at the 
Western Australian Museum in the Perth Cultural Centre I will have the pleasure of opening two exhibitions that 
celebrate creativity and innovation in Australia’s growing fashion industry. The first exhibition is a 30-year 
retrospective of the work of influential WA designer Aurelio Costarella. When Aurelio began designing in the 
1980s, WA designers had little impact on the national market, let alone internationally, and Perth was a place 
where clothes were manufactured rather than designed. Now, WA has a vibrant fashion industry. Aurelio 
Costarella has been integral in supporting local emerging designers and has also demonstrated that with talent 
and dedication, it is possible to make one’s mark on the international stage while still retaining one’s Western 
Australian roots. The retrospective will be presented throughout the Museum, showcasing Aurelio’s designs by 
weaving them among the Museum’s objects and artefacts. The exhibition is a great incentive for visitors to 
explore the Museum’s permanent collections, which they may not have seen in some time. 

The second exhibition, Frock Stars: Inside Australian Fashion Week, provides a look into this annual 
presentation of collections by Australian and Asia–Pacific designers. Frock Stars is not just about glamorous 
gowns; it also chronicles the growth of the Australian fashion industry, which in less than 20 years has taken its 
place on the international stage, with Australian designers now experiencing unprecedented demand for their 
work.  
Over the past five years the Liberal–National government has provided significant support to the fashion sector 
in Western Australia, with a combined total of more than $3.5 million through the Department of Culture and the 
Arts’ designer fashion grants program and investment in the Perth Fashion Festival. This support has resulted in 
a growing number of opportunities for emerging WA designers to develop and showcase their talent.  

Aurelio Costarella: A 30 Year Retrospective and Frock Stars: Inside Australian Fashion Week are both free 
exhibitions on display at the WA Museum in Perth from Saturday, 2 November, and I encourage people to visit. 
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